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Threc peges of this have been mimeoed: the remainder, plus Bamblings if I

get something done for it, will be run off dy Rothman while the Sririt and

I are heading southwestward. I won't see you at the Denvention, I guess,

but you'll all bde in Jashington next year for the Districon, won't you? Of
course you will. Provided we can buy enough votes at Denver to put #ashington
across. Thig is Jack F Specer, addresseble at 3416 Northampton Nd, dashingtonDC,
though if sormething of telegram urgenty should come up before June 17, you
right reach me at Comanche/Okla; not othcrwise tho, pliz.
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Fspecially commentary
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dith a photographic illustration, provided Leoster prints them in tine
and Milt will peste them in

NEFRZIN SFRAR FROVES THAT HE, TO0, APPRECIATES GOOD MUSIC PS5
Ultimate horror

SCIZNTIFICOMICS P 6
By the wey, I wonder what Lowndes and other writers of those dreany
fantasies would say if asked just where they imagine those strange

lands as being

REJECTFD! ! ! - PANTAST Epy?, 1B
More about FooFooigm

THUMBING THROUGE M' SCRAP BOOKS P8
Turning for a moment to the clder one, tho there's still lots of stuff
in my current ong

THEY DID WOT BT P9

And it's just as woll
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Unadul terated lics
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Conclusion
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An open letter to Singleton on the sccond Nepenthe and pectry in
general
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COMMENTARY, ALFHA AND BETA IN THE FIFTZENTE MAILING

The lead article in last Milty's Mag was very yasnful, Should have gaid lead-
off article; meybe it wasn't intended to be the feature one. Best liked in
the issue were probably Things (the Mailing review) and the fells quote. We
generally liked the randomly titled pages whers liilt talked about anything and
everything.... The picture of Fohl is exhibit & for the adjective I apply to
Futurians and the like.... Zlmer's interlineations in the FA again enjoyable.
Lize Tucker's suggestion re sending extra copies to the mailing manager--we've
always sent a baker's half-hundred (51) to be sure we sent 50, but probably
several extras are needed. However, rmst we write it into the Constitution?
Lowndes' sour comments on the preceding leiling are tiresome. 4s for the ques-
tion of considering or not considering post-mailed items as part of the mailing
they belong to, we see n¢ sufficient reason for, and lots of reason against,
changing the established practice of so considering them. Hmmm. Here's lilt,
confessing to having admitted a couple of new members without sufficient cre-
dential, dhatesa big idea, Rothmant Haven't{ you yet got it thru your curly
head that a constitution doesa’:s exist for the purpose of being violatedt Iio
objection to Bastman and Hurver implied; I kmow Eostmen for u swell guy (if

ne isn't en alter ego of Joe Gilbert), and Hurter probably is, too, for all I
know, and prebably, too, no direct herm will come from this infraction, but
good Foo, man, think of the many times that minor infractions have led to un-
foreseen harm! Surely there was no emergency existing, culling for admission
of the guys before they could furnisn full credential.

Studley's Fhilco account
is pest in his Time Scanner; second best to Tucker's Chicago items (not Fong's),
especially the zuy that got off & street car and got on again., At thnis point
we want to rear up on our hind legse and howl about the mutilation of Elizadeth's
Enzlish in the second of Allen Moss' poems. "Yeo! and "thy" cannot have the same
antecedent, as the one is plural, the other singular. Noreover, my recollections
from my reading of Elizabveihan English is that "ye! cannot be the object of a
verb, as it is used in the third line. And also, I believe that “thine' must
be used rather than "thy" when the word it modifies is the object of a verd or
a preposition--the only case in English, if I mistaxe not, that an adjective
changes form for case. Thanks for the excuse to talk aboul language, 30D,...
Pan-Tale: Gaaaasal... Nothing wrong with the idea behind Thompson's story in
Fantaseer, but somehow it didn't make an especially exciting tale. (I know
that using the word "tale! there is rather absurd, but I'd made the mistake of
already using "story”, and of course coaldn't repeat it so soon.) The letter
reprinted from the Sun sounds like several hundred thousand that have passed
thru my hands at the #ar Department., Honest.... Alpha to Koenig's "If ,...
then for Gawd's sakes don't start a subscription masazine", beta lNotes and
Queries. In answer to your guestion, HK, the numbers for the mailings as given
in the title of this department are correct, unless I've bvadly slipped up some-
where along the line. A4n easy way to remember it is that the number of each
June mailing will be divisidle by 4. In answer to another guestion of yours,
Sa¥ says the outst-.nding eubscriptions, or dues if you wish, for New Fandom will
be refunded, but there's no saying definitely whether that'll be done next month
or next year. That grammatical principle about using the form of one part of
speech for another part of speech, one of the most distinctive things about the
English, and especially the American, language, was originally brot to my atten-
tion by Campbell, who in defending Stuart's use of "humans™ as a noun, against
the attack of a 3rass Tacker, pointed out that that sort of thing is being done
all the time. So "scientific fiction", as a term for frequent use, has not a
chance.... Farsaci's Strange Fantasy generally good. The Enchanted Isle alpha,
Contrast and Was It Conscience both good for second place.
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The cover of the latest Fhantagraph is nice. The piecce on page 6 represents,
in our epinisn, a carrying too far of the curious tendency among the extroverted
introverts that are fans %o put down their inmost thoughts and feelinss on
paper; but havin: been writton, and published, it is a ratier interesting
specinmen, with its aixture of tae tragic and the pathetic. In the editorial
to this issue appears o Mollheimish distorsion so cutrageous that it cives me
a nostelgia for the dear old days of the Second Faundom. I refer tc his exten-
slon into the present day of my stotegent concerning 1938 that any fan organi-
zation that did not have JWollheim's help coulda't £et started. Obviously the
situation is atterly chanved now: so utterly chanced that I have said somewhere,
ot in a publicasion, I don's belicve, that one of the best augurs for the success
o the TFTY was the reporited refuscl of Yotk the Driumvirate und the Faturians
to cooperate with ii.... Harry's poen ir the July/40 Le Vombiteur is gsood, but
ls topped by ithe items re the war on Satellite X, Dou really has something
there, in als futurc world where all manner of science-fiction heroce co-exist;
I sec to reczll some signs of imitations recently in other publications., More
power to them.

4e and his litho. iarvelous how natural-looking the crajyon work
is; I keep thinking the J has violated postal regulations by creyoning the sig-
neture on here, and other places, individually to each copy.... Li.Tos' cover
is particularly interesting for being in the style of John Held, Jr, cortoonist
of the flapper age, an age iu which the iikrosians scem to still be living.
(Goody! split infinitive!) Surjrised not to see listed on the Moonrakers staff
trheir understudy T 3ruce ferke. §Shtroyer's observations on the now coubtful
Singletor suicide are interesting., Saicide is a fuscinating subject; there is
probebly quite a literzture on it, when someone tekes the troudle of looking
it up for nis doctoral thesis. QOne olg difrficulty, waile not impogsidle of an-
swer, that any defender of & suicide ham to.meet{ tho, is to show cauge why he
-shouldn't.do lixewise.

Zrrri. This brizss us to our own pun; efforts. Jell, unyway we thot
the Spring Sr some improviment over the vrevious one. It'll ve & cold day in
July before we try to print 300 photos ir thres nites azain, tho. Qur comments
on Remolinss mmst largcly be saved for the current issue of that sheet. And the
rest can aller sans dire, which just zves to show you that an expression's idi-
omatic use may ce guite different from its literal meaning,

luch we liked the
Ccsis of Horror and the Mocz-Turtile Soup. (By the way, Russell, what's the 8ig-
nificaace of 'von der Abend'*ia this case?) To be sure, the fun wes mostly in
the‘translation; the book reviews were just ordinarily -cod otherwise.... And
8o to marry's mastervork. Glancing 3ehind Us,Alpha; idhy Ackerman Fill o Lonzer
Like Us, Beta. ind now for remarks: Sarry, my dear, the term "fan fiction" hag
.all alons meunt the thins you're Proposing that it should mean: only trouble
is thet you and 75% of tae other people have been using the term wrong. Stf
or fanlasy written by fans is fan science fictica or Ion fantasy;: stories about
fans, 7hether fantastic or otherwise (they usually are), are fan fiction. By
the waj, does your inclusioa of "The Faa Jho douldn'!'t 3e aditor" in this catezory
mean that it wasn't supposed to be a true accouni? Re material being thrown
ir tne F=ll SF just to fill spuce: ot excetly, but the result is the same.
I threw stuff ia there just because i'd written it once upon & time and didnt't
want to throw it away into Limbo, ond without regard to whether it was worth
pudlishing. The mode of addressing ¢ letter that Harry exarples of hus occurred
to us, tos, und seems obviocusly more rational. "28 January, 1941" is the Euro-
pean Izshion, and is coming into use over here; it's used about 25% of the time
in the dar Depurtment now, und we've noticed severai fans exploying it, It at
least is orderly, proceeding from the sallest to the largest unit. As for the
- poeition of rodifiers of nouns, I think a little excursion into the philosophy
of lanzuz e will lead to the conclusion that descriptive adjectives should fol-
low & noun, and limiting adjectives precede it. Tho there is o certain attrac-
tiveness in the German "The through*the-diBsolution-of—the-old-Romun—Empire

torn asunder territories®.
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I made a beginning at it when I was eleven, and took it up in earnest when I
a8 ahout fourtecen. I think I was under sixteen the last time I had all ny
collccetions up to date and put away in good order. During the ensuing two
years I made efforts to clear away the accumulated stuff, but the load talken
on was too great, and whes I left for Jashington in 1938, there were huge quan-
tities of unassortcd material out there.

OQut there, I should explain, is in an
old stable, across the rafters of which, just below the roof, I laid Loose
boards, and or this rough and frequently changing flooring set boxes to com-
tain the hundred and one kinds of things I collected. At first I usecd pasteboard
boxes rather freely, but the rains came, as they do even in Oklahoma, and great
was the collapse thereof., After that any wooden box larger than twelve by
twelve was fair game, as were old discarded clothes toilers and anything clse
that wouldr't go to pieces under water (For the roof was very leaky, tho I
wont after it a time or two with & sheaf of shingles).

Bvery time I came home

on vacation I would spend two or three helf-days among the accessories of my
former gloryirngs, hoping each time to get them all straightened out. 3y and
large I adhered to my highschool-age policies regarding what to save out of
the stacks of maguzines and newspapers and toys and miscellany that I had
shoved up onto the rafters. 3ut rather early I gave up my saving of items con-
cerning the Italo-Ethiopian and Spunish Civil wars, which I had saved from 1935
to the time I left for college, and dumped out the box or two full of them that
I had. I had in general aot tried to save Sino-Japancse war items, but I did
tear out nesspaver pages VWith stuff about the Anschluss, and some things on the
carlier Czech crisis. I shudder to think what my collection would look like if
I'd continued @long that line.

But to come down nearer to the present: Last
Septembor I was home again on vacation, and this time when I went at it, there
was & little better chance of achieving my aim. I had reached the point where
1 could harden my heart and discard many things I would formerly have saved,
and even throw away items already collected, when the effects of sandstorms,
snow, slect, rain, wind, mice (how they did love to chew on my papers!), rust,
decay, and vhatnot had left them with doubtful value, even as mementoes. 1
belicve I cvern dropped down from the rafters (see illustration for floor below
after I got thru; I elso have a picture of the rearranged collections, too dim
to show ruch; fool that I am, I didn't think of taking a "before" picture to go
with the "after") newspapers contaiaing Alley Oop and othcr daily strips I was
saving, tho I think that by eand large I went thru the newspapers carefully,
pearing out such strips and putting them aside, ‘to be someday trimmed and put
in order in the tic boxes, cheese boxes, and other emell boxes that I use for
my comic strips.
_ liany slick paper megazines were now mildewed into a solid mass.
delk the plank, walk the plank, into.the drink you go.... A huge stack of
Liverty, once & favorite of mine, but which now symbolizes
for me everything that I detest in the New York civiliza-
tion. Some .Jorld of Tomorrow and other stfnal bits in
them I'd like to have, bdut no time to sort them out.

: In

generzl, I favored stfnal items much more in my pruning
than formerly; of other things, much had ceased to in-
terest me, or the use for them was gone (such as copies
of FJashington and other papers). It occurred to me that
these collcctiong represented what I might have done
7ith my middle tcens had I had thrice as ruch time; but
as it is, I &almost wish 1'd spent less time on theom than I did.
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I didn't intcnd to go onio another page with this article, but the forcegoing
is too hodgepodge and incomjlete to leave as it is.

Jell, I went thru them like
a Panzerkampfwagen thru a barbed-wire cntangleizent. Here is a large stack of
Radio Guidese; relic of my durk-age overboardgoing ou radio listening, onc of
the things I particularly regret. I'd like to get from them the picture or two
of the 3uck Rogers characters, and perhups one of the tabulations in which they
shoved up in the Siar of Stars contests, but that's too much trouble to sunt
for. Raus mit em.

Several Jjig-saw puzzles, lots of the picces missing of course,
some of which I put together a time or two, some of which I'll never, as much
as the word acver can have true meaning, put together. Littlc things I began
saving even beforc I was saving paepers--pieces of movic film, e zipper, a desk
model airplane, all in & cardboard box with the contents lettered on the top,
cut many aov deteriorated to near nothingness. [ did find my old rocket pistol,
whick is @ smaller one than the usual model, and which is now in my dresser
drazer, to be taen out tomorrow and cleaned up some et the seme time I'm going
over the Spirit's motor with keroscne. still
Ch, yes, lots of things I}savcd when there
scemed no reason for it: A construction set or two, files of Boys' Life, pages
from the American Jfeekly and other Sunday supplements, mainly on scicntific
subjccts, the compositioa book in whieh I'd once indexed all of my collection,
before it got out of hand. And there are numerous notebooks, which I hope to
g0 thru someday. And my diary for scveral ycars, wecighing many pounds, which
I brot back here with me.

Lizewise I orot back here all the fanmegs I ran across.
and also the correspoadence files, including carbon copies. t still somec of
these, a definitely large pert of thom, were nissing. And then, aftcer dropping
domwn from the rafters to ~ick up something I'd dropped by mistake, I went out
thru the doors to come back up the casy way, and saw some postcards lying mear
ny fect, and more a fow yards off. IPO cards--the very first poll! &Given up
for missing, here they were. And I continued tc¢ discover more, as I huntcd
thr2 the dust and gress; and traced them %0 their source, an old pastboard bex
that somcone had carelessly thrown against the fence as a fill-in to keep the
whole yard from washing into the creek. Iz the %ox was the nissing part of my
letter files. These, too, I brot back, and have worked into my files sct~up
here for the aost purt,

And there was an old scrapbook, containing meny things
of stfnal interest, some nov rether the worse for mildow. Also pasted in were
some pictures of my primer and other serly classes, but the water had done its
work on them, and they flalked away to a blank surface 7hex I tried to open the
pages. Something of the same condition, tho not es far advenced in most cases,
had attacked my first photo aldum, bdut fortunately I have had the negatives for
that up here all the time.

» hod quite & few mumbers of the Big Threc around,
too; and comic magezines also, tho raids by small boys had taken away most of
those. There wes a very large collection of the 3luae 3oolk, and I don't remember
whether I saved those or heaved them overboard.

Jdell, there werc several hundred
cubic feet of storage space there, and I think more of it was tekea up with
boxes then with aisles for me to crawl along {erawl literslly; its groatest
height was adout four feet, and sloped off to one), and after the fury of my
attack had spent itself, I pushed the surviving boxes into an orderly line,
carried into the loft some things I thot would be safer there, burned or threw
into the fill~-in the discarded paspers, carried into the house the things I was
to bring to dashingtoxn, washed off the dust and grime and cobwebs, and said
good-byc to my teen-age self. de parted the best of friends.



WHEREIN SFERR PROVES THAT HE, T0C, ArPRECILTES GOOD MUSIC

One of the pieces of folk music that has mo=t engaged amy attention is one

with & somewhat weird “heme, called, sc far as | »=ow, 2y u0 other aname than
N"The Jdorns Cravl Zn. che Joras Crawl Out". Yooy kaow the turne' of course; if
you don'i, seud me Swo bits zad I'il make a recording for you (Gzd!) The thing
hes =ultitziizon; varsss, of which the only ores - uow reczll that I'm sure I
didn't waike up zvself (and I'a somewhat uncertain about the last two lines of
the second verse) are given relow:

They!'ll talze you down They'll stand around Ané 211 goes well
And shalze you loose And cry evhile For aoouty a week
And =quirt you full of And bury you down Anc tren the coffin
Embalming juice. About & mile. Begins to leak.

About this point, then, the worms start crawling in ell directioms, north,
south, south, north, up, down, uxder, over, etc, with a rhyme for each. It
is all very engagingly disgustizg.

Tick-tick-tick, clunk, tick-tick, cluwe, tick-tick-ticlk-tick-tick, elunk, tick,

I've been within legs than a mils of lars, If we can helieve the aati-coavoy
writer-in to the dar Department, who &diressed his postcaré protest to
Henry I Stinmson
0ld Mars Eimself
fdashinzion
NG

clunl, tick-tick-tick ticl, clunk clunk: p Lisk humtich-tisk, slunh, tick,

G CRGD s e e

Ackermanese also is making its insidicus wey inio ovr srazé forces. Only the
other day we saw Carp Folk atbreviated CL/PCLYZ on a telegram.

Tigh-dncr-tick-tick bicx, —raw 3.0 -iick-%unk, civik, tiek-tick-tick, clurk,

- ——c o —
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In connection with our approaching t'venty -first birthday, we've been ‘rying to
think up a bilingual play on words, e=ploying someching iike "Joday me llamm
man", but don't seem ¢ be able to polish 3% up presentadl y.

tick-tick-tick, clunk, tick-ticlk, clinz berrerreovrerrsur, tick-iick-ticik, clunk
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SCIEITIFICQUICS

One of the Jashington papers carries in its Sunday edition what they calil a
comic book section, which I suppose is sold widely thruout the country, It's
the size of a comic magazine page, has perhaps 18 or 24 pages, and contains
an episode cach in the lives of three comic-magazine type heroes. Of these,
the first, The Spirit, frequently employs ahead-of-science gadgets, and has
had some cuite fantastic sequences, such ag & visit of people from another
planet. The second, Ladr Luck, I can't bring myself to read, even when I do
read the others. The third is always fantastic, Mr Mystic it concerns, he
being gifted by those eternel Tibetans with supernatural powers, and finds the
author frequently struggling with that @ifficulty of Superman, finding ob-
stacles sufficiently great for his sugper-hero to have any trouble overcoming.
(That sentence was constructed for your special amusement, petard hunter!)

A AF OF MOO
Jhither Alley Oop? Jell, Hamlin perhaps knows vwhether he intends cver to return
him to Moo--1 doubt now that he can go back to his prehistoric lifeway there-~
but I personally think the iloovian adventures top the present oncs for interest
and cantertainment., I wish I had here those Allep Oop strips among my papers
back home; I'd like to look thru them again.

One strip that particularly inter-
ested me found the hero and his brainy beauty hiding away from the Lemian con-
cuerors of Moo, and wondering where they could get help to drive out the invaders.
And it was at this point that Ocola drew thc only map I have ever scen of that
territory. From that, and hints dropped clsewhere, I think wec can surmisc this
mach about the background the author had in mind for that story:

The locale is
prodably the present Unitcd States; it could be, and therefore probably is.
dore specifically, it is dowmn on the Gulf coest somewhere; thce big river that
figures in the story may ve the Rio Grande or some other Texas river, but is
mor¢ probadly the Mississippi, which as you know had its mouth much farther north
in those days.

It ig a low-1ying, swvampy rcgion, dovn toward the Tropic of

Cancer, and one of the last places on carth that dinosaurs can live in comfort;
elscvhere the cold is setting in. The men that live here are called necanderthals
by Dr Jonmug, but if they are, sthey arc ar undiscovered offsghoot of that specics,
for mecntally tiey arc quite up to modern man. In the time uv. Alley Oop, they
live in small tribes presided over by a king, with no rcligion to speak of, but
a witch doctor hore and there, carry on primitive commerce, and usc writing after
a fashion.

Dovin on the seashore lives one tridbe; up the river, & day's distance,
arc thke rival monarchics of Lem and Moo, both west of the river. Rast of the
river are Cromags (Cro-lagnons?), amazons, and swamps. On the Lem-ifoo side of
the river, in various direections that I'm not sure of from memory, live the
Cardiff giants and the little men in villages, and there roam around in the woods
some licovian recnegades under Dootsy Bobo, and miscellancous pcople.

But far westward
--ana of this wc can be certain--therc are high mountains, and as onc ascends
their slopc, the vcgetation and the animal lifc take on a modorm looir (for some
rcason, a picture of Foozy c¢limbinz uprward thru a forcst of modern pincs gave me
a gqueecr cnill), and therc arc mammoths therc, and more men. 3cyond this mountain
rangc, and cxtending around the south end of it till it borders on thc swampy
land at the liississippi mouth, is an cxtensive descrt, which can only oc that of
New Hexico and west Texas.



IS ECTRDN Y -~ YA TASY

(.c assute tkis thing was rejected, since we Gon't reczll seziag it suab-
lished, end it no. erieurs that Toud is ove of trose unfortunute souls
thut sot Cved desp purple before they had a chunce, @nd have not nov the
foortitude to divorce themselves of the sign of their slavery, ine afore-
siid souls 41 see I've failed to nrovide a logicsl untecedeat Zor thew-
szlves. OK, here it is: yeople). The article 7as vwritten for 3ritish con~
surmtion, aid is a little out of date mow, bl may serve ior cnlisntenmeat
0i some 5! thc hcathen among us.)
-HAT IS FCOXCOIS. v |

i as rather sur:crised to scs one of Fuy's readers gslzing «hat or /o
YooToo is. Hozever, he was wrooadly & 3riton, aad I reaiize taut it takes
sore tine for nc's to reach the more outlying ports of the .orld. [Ehe ori-
ginal of this was typed in standard indentation, with each line filled out
with dots ©tc the standard length of a line in Fantast, per C Sarmel's re-
quest;7

To put it briefly, PooFoo is Foo; trere is no oo but FooFoo, and
Bill Holman is Sis Frophet. Je are at present only grasping at the hem of
the skirt of kxnowledge, but most of dhat we Yrow about FooFoo comes directly
or indirectly from the writings of the eforesaid Bill Holman and those who
have followed in His Footsteps; such psarls of wisdom as, "lMany man smoke,
but foo man chew® (no relation to Sax Roamer).

Farther, Poodeo is the dia-
metrical Opposite of .the foul tring called ghugnuism. hie is one of the
first commandments: "A Foo and nis goo are soon pooo.” {The poo is a
weapon of. territle potentialities which we use ir. our battles for tne
Glorious Cause. ; 3

As *o just who or what ghughu is, our Chief Scientist of
FooToo, Louis Zuslan, has definitely established the feollowing facts:
ghughu, the real ghugku, is a loathsome monster with the body of a beetle,
vho 1lives on the dark size of the planet Vulcan, whence he telepathically
manipulates & Hew York zombie, whose name I will not meation, which zombie
is itself sometimes referred to as ghkughu, ghod, or by some similar-term.
ghughuisn was at one time rather widespread, having such officials as &
ghuardian of the gholy ghrail, archdescon infermal, and archbishops in
Fhiladelphia, Cleveland, and a mumber of other cities. However, since
FooFooism burst upon the scene, Cleveland's archbishop has renounced ghu-
gau, Philadelghia has fallen, and the remaants of the forces thruout the
East of the US have gatnered for e last stand at a certain address in
Brooklyn. I velieve that there wes also one person ixn Britain carrying
the virus, ar arehbishop of London, but if I mistake not he has now, or
soon 7ill, leave his archbishophric, which I believe loses him the position.
Can & good Anglicarn in the crowd, if eny, say definitely on this?

But to
return to more tasterul subjects. "Foo®" and "FooFoo", I might explain,
ere practically synonymous, there also being & common noun, uncapitalized,
nfoo". I might put it oriefly dy saying that there arc ancestral voices,
invoices, outvoices, and foovoices, if you get what I mean.

One of the lines
of rescarch that we arec pursuing at present is the suggestiorn that the
syllavle "thon” in "The Visitation® (7inner of cover contest in an early
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Amazing) was a mistaze for "foo". Thus "thonmelek”, "thontara®, "the glory
of the Thon®, etec, would become "foomelek", and so on. It will be recalled
that the thonmelek (or foomelek) was & membraneous frill on the head, resem-
bling an Amerindisn's headdress. The theory is that the American aborigines
adopted the warbonnet in imitation of & now extinct race of which they kmew,
that was in closer communion with the True Foo than anyone now living. This
would explain the origin of many Amerind words, such as the Seminole "Appa-
lachifoola%, "Coafaochee", "dithlafoochee”, U"0afsosahatchie”, etc.

B that as
it may-~- The movement is svesping this continent like wildfire. Of those
who have already seen tie .Jay and the Light, and entered our glorious legions,
you might recognize the names of the foolowing: Cuptein Razzamatazz J Harvey
Haggard, Froselytus Frime ifadle, the aforementioned Louie Kuslan @nd his
sister~--vho is our Poetess Laureate--, the Moskowitz, Grand Vizier Dale Hart,
liorojo (Handi-Maiden to the HEFF), Foojakx (who occasionaily goes by the name
of Ackerman), etcetcete, and, of course, our adored Hi Priestess of 4ll Foo,
Pogo.

But this is @ particularly timely concern for you Britishers, who live
w#ithin bombing dietance from Germany. You may never see the light of another
day! ouldn't it be awful to go down to eternal doomnation without ever having
tnown the 3lories of Foo? Betcher boots it would. Turn now! Before it is
too late! Acknowledge FooFoo as your rersonal Foolld

Nor ie it cnough that you
s¢ resolve in your own mind. You might die, and no one would ever lmow the
Difference. You nmst have your name enscrolled on the eternal Scroll. Fending
the setting up of a more permanent system, our commander in tho East, yours
truly, the Royel General of FooFoo, will receive your confessions of footh
at my dashington/DC headquarters, 1812 R Nd. Your name will be enSecrolled
--you nmight even have a month of our calendar named after you!--and you will
be sent & card which will tell anyone who fiads your body, This man was &
Fooman. :

Forward, FooFoo!

(Unfortunately, owing to the intensification of siege conditions in Greet
Britain, we have not been able to proceed with our plans there, but since
there is no report yct of any British fan being & fatality, perhaps all will
yet have & chance to know the glories of the Foo.)

L10h, that!s just theoretical junk.2 -J4AR

THUMBIUG THROUGE M' SCRAF BOOKS

I trust no one will weep becausc this department is shorter than usual this
time.

A few more words about my old screpovook. This was not of the looseleaf
sort, and bulges rather badly now, not to mention the mmd and mildew on it
and the cracked yellow pages. I had set out to index the contents on the
inside covers, but fortunately that is now out of the question.

A whole page
is devoted to an amateurish television screen (I never could draw machinery)
YFresenting Fnilip Francis Nowlan 84£,D. & Licutcnant Richard Calkias Stf.
A.3., Consult pictures to the right-- Accepted Stf. Board" all caps. There
follow three pages of marvelous inventions of Dr.Huer, some ingenious, some
very sappy; & number of comic stamps, published ut the time the stamp craze
was sweeping comics, and incidentally at a time when Brandce was drawn decently:
and a cartoon of Jimmy Durante and two Pointers for Farernts that wandered in
before the pages were Tilled.



THEY DID NOT BE

In an idlc moment at work I started out to systematicelly chart all the
difforent varietions of ways of writing the script capitel 7, of vinickh there
are more thun ways %o speli Shakspeire, which number 18, I believe. 1In
fact, the cause of my giving it up wes discovering so many new posgicilities
that they didan't Fit into exn ordcerly tabulation. But I had over a hundred
roughed out when I stopped.

Intended to be included in a publication for the
Mailing thet ceme out adout the time of tae Fonepole occurrence vas G aotice
drafted as foilows: "Incidentally, will any person who received %he Pourth
Mailing and did not get a copy of The liorals end Dogme of Foo iet me Xnowt
I sent copics to all tiose on the membership list in she Third Mailliug,
and wrote our revered ex-President cnd ex—ex-Editor asking who else besides
those on the 1list in the Third Mailing got the Pourth, but he was too busy
to reply, I guess." But anyaow, I still have those extre copies, and would
be willing to send one to & poreen wao has i3 coming.

TComes thne Revoiution, all the workers will eat strawoerries and crean,”

Tonder now meny fan votes lir 4illlkie lost when he jeered that the next thing
we Xnow Roosevelt will be vanting to nzrness the moon.

W3ut I don't likxe strawberries and cream.'

Oh, dara! Je went over the Spirit todey with kerosene, end forgot &ll about
cleening our rocket pistel whsn the time came to wonder if there was anything
else to use tne Xcrosene ror. However, it's down in the basement now, what's
left of it, and we'll get around to it as soon as possible, (To cleaanizg the
zun, not to the keroseae. ile don't drinmk.)

Comes the Revolution yvou'll eat strawberrics end creem whother youlke it or not !l

QALY IT JHAT YOU JISE

The Baltimore Science Fiction League hus made the Governmor of Maryland en
honorary member of its hourd cf directors, and ke, the poor dope, has &ac-
cepted witn pleasurc. Xe thinks he's been given an hoanor.

Your reporter hoard
this from Lester del Rey, who heerd it froxz Joan Rawlins, and Rothmer had &
sneaky 100z on his foce when he refused t¢ confirm or deny it. It is a rumor
to the effect that on Jure 30 ¥iltorn is giving up Lis 8820 job at the CSC,
to begin work for the British Purchesing Commission at $1800. I truec, i%
is tne blackest exaizple ia the annals of fandom, of & fan selling his ideals
for a few zold coins.

Tae anecxt issue of Unger's weekly will carry a report froo
usually reiiedle sources vhat Jalter Jaugherty wes killed in attempting to stop
a bank holdup. The first guy that dedicutes afPAARE:°to®nis mczory will be
crowaed prize dope of fandom at tae Dexvention.

: - Another feature of the Denven-
tioa will be v devate betweea, on the one side, thosc two stalwerts of decency,
Heck Koenig and Jack Speer, and on the other an as yet unchesen rcpresentative
cacn froxm the Faturias Society of ilew York and the Moonrekers Frecss, on the
subject, "Resolved: That it is improper to include obscene or erotic meterial
in fanzines."
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MY FRIVATZ GRAMUAR RULES

GATHERING UP LOOSE EXDS:

In our Summer/F40 number, the 2d paragraf of this
dept contains the phrase "...should be used with the apostrophe or poriod
whenever possidle."” Hwithout" is of course what was intendod.

I use voth
kinds of typewriter daskes, the--ond the one that goes like - this., However,
tho I'm frequently careless there, discretion ghould be exercised 1n the
choice of dashes; --is usuzlly better for a parenthctical, end - O CXpross
a Breax in She line of thot.

I didn't think to mention "who all" as a phrase
sinilar to f"you all", and gquite correct where necessary o indicate the
plarel,

Oar seneral observation about the greater individualisy of words and
sympols in fan writing justifies pecul iar uses of punctuation marks, which
mey be imagined to have a definite =:eaning dy themselves at times, and mot
to be simply accessories to the sentence: "Fusten reports Singleton's suicide
a feke. 1": "Jollheim iz in favor of it. (It is bad.

That's about all the
remarkxs thas occur to me now, playmites, tTho Itve prouatly overlooked lots
of things I wanted to say. AL any rate, you may comnsider this deparimeant
at ar end.

R D Swisher is & swooCse

SFIRIT GETS A SYSIETON: The girl friend and I were out at an amusensnt park

last nigat, and in the oox of candy that = steady trigger finger kmocked off
the faver was a little skeleton, with hands and feet joined to the body with

tiny coiled springs, and a hula-like feather around its waist. This has now

been dangled from one of thae windshield wiper buttons in the Spirit of FoolFoo
to scare off gaughuists, vitons, and auto thieves.

Tine we'd Lixe to have ar excuse to use somewhere: "He hiccouzhied noarsely.’

This is the lest thing to de t;ped on this issue. You will pmpoph== *hat
Rormblings does not necessarily appear ror every roiling, and we've decided
this is & good time to sizip another issue, as time is 400 short.

There were
only & couple of things we wanted to talk about in it this time, and one was
prelininary remorks and disclairers on Milt's response to my remarks in his
direction last $ime, which I haven'i yet read. Hay say zore avout ther in
the next lMailing; rigat aow we just wanta say--outb I haven't got space here
to go into thatl.

Tae other thing is to urge you to vote for Rothman and daraer
in the only two seats so fer reported contested in this coming election.
I7 platforms meent & fraction as mmch as persous, We might opposc lilt, bui
they don't. Wollaeim is still a capatle sort of person, and can cortimwc to
serve the TAPA as a critic, as he has done in the past, but I would opposc
hiz for any post. For one thing, his and Lowndes' very Leftist sympathios
arc still obscure. It's not likely they're engaged in any subversive ectivity,
ard I hate it that politicel metters rmst be dragged in herc; but this is
1821, and it might prove cmbarrassing to have a Comrmnist found a% our head.
Purcly aside from that, we domr't think their pasi FAFA record justifics them
in holding office agein: After winning an election by methods which over half -
of the TAPA membcrship considered usfair and illegel--as evidenced by their
signatures on the Fetition of Reprimand--dollhein, Lowndes, Yichel, and Fohl
quit it cold having served three nonths, had now officers appointed, and
resigned...... Yarry Jdaraer you all mow; there is nothing to be said
against him and much ¢ de seid for him.
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DEAR TEX

~-Addressing this to you is ron¥ apostrophe, since you've removed yourself
from fandom, if not from life, and won't be reading it, but tb-re are quite
a2 few things I wanted to say after reading the second Nepenthe,, oand didn't
get around to writing you, so will now employ this device of the open letter
to express.

To proceed first to the main issue, your article anent Housman.
Picking up points as I go, the first one that hits my eye is your assertion
that the poet should ignore his poesible audience. Unraveling the reason for
ry objection to that, I find & very vasic difference of ideals. If you think
that the most important thing in the world is the development of the indivi-
dual personality (in what direction we will leave unangwered), then, yes, I
suppose it's all rignt for people to write poetry and burn it. But if you
think that the summum bonum rust include an impact upon the world, then 1 think
an audienco is & very necessary thing, to be referred to frequently, to kcep
you on tne track and preserve a relationship of your activities to reality,
not to a dream world.

I hope that the quotation from Tennyson's poem about

nother Ida was intended as a horrid exzmple.

This thing of the indirectness
of most great literature is a curious thing; I suspect that the rcason for
it is that the euthors aren't able to handle their subject-matter head-on;
that they just zrea't capable of it. It would be better if they could, but
they can't, so they have to hint eround the edges, pretending that they know
%11l the time whut they're driving at, and the reader mast batedbreathly strive
to follow. Then, %00, if they became too definite, they would start trempling
on & lot of preconceived notions, unlecss they were supermentalities and could
see and rccoacile the ultimute truth, and prooably their concretenesses would
be no betier than enyone else's, Thie is all very uncleer, I know; I have a
habit of going at something head-on and trying to express it directly, and
ranning into a lot of trouble. 3But unyway, you cen see thot as long as Jords-
#orth limits himself to humming about "A sense sublinme Of something fur more
deeply interfused,... A motion and a spirit that impels All thinking things,
all objects of all thougnt", the materialists might stir restlessly and the
church frown worriedly, but that would be all; while if he carried through his
idea, to & conclusion that ever he couldn't figure out, he would probably
have offended rmterialist or theist or both, and been wrong in the bargain.

g

is simple verse--"de-Da da-Da de-Du-da'--bad? If simplicity is a vice, théj
ban should apply with double force to thre exceedingly simple structure of
blank verse; and yet the most exalted poetry in the langusge is in blank
verse. lfy own feeling is that t{og complicated a rayme sckeme, too flowery
a style, may very well obscure wnat the poet has to say, if anything. To
Helen, for example, you quoete in full; but I will coafess that as many times
as I've read it, I've never liked it, and haven't even seen that it was driv-
ing at anything in perticular, as aimless as the countless Elizebethan love
lyrics. TYou are provably right that Foe is writing about worshiping from a
distance, and with thet suoject he might have struck some responsive menoriecs
in almost anyone, had he handled it right. But I was always too bothercd
about how@ I should pronounce Niceen and Yaiad and Fsyche, and trying to figure
out what wos supposed to rhyme, if anything, and plowing througl the classical
ollusions, to see what Poc had in mind. Frankly, I sicken very quicldy of
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cxcaszive use of figurss v sythology? %o {1iustrete overything. for do

I think thet dotails like "Hie long heir wod nins cubits span and colourcd

1iles thut yellow gem Tnich, hidden in their garments' hem, the merchants
bring from ¥urdiston", in The Sphinx (@not sver possessed you O publleh that?)
help oe to-got-un idea of what tho guy vas 1ike; in fect, by that time 1'd
forgotton who ho was tallcing about. Thot, of course, ig an extreme exumple

of indirectness, but it shows perhaps why some people delieve the saw that
directness is & virtue.

Yy g time, perhspu, that I ssid what I think good
poetry should be based on. Sorme good poetry, I saould say; I can enjoy also
the kind of poetry that is just sounas strung together, when 1t 1s done well,
and also that very artful type of poetry which tells notning comnected, bus
strings together rendom ideas in an attractive way. Those agide, I think a
great deel of the reason for Housran's popularity is in his ability to take
experiences comuon to nearly all men and recall ther to us. He @3y point
oat something mew thet we hadn't thoughi of before ("That's just the word
to descrive it! The moon does look Ddlank on a night like this."), but the
important thing is to recell our owa feelings to us--the distance will sce
to it that the rore unpleasant things are forgotten, and lend 1its usvcl en-
cnantment. 4In ell the great wide road ahead There's nothing dut the night¥,
or YInto my heert an air thet ¥iils From yon feir country blows; #hot are
those blue, reme~bered hills, .hat spires, vhut valleys those?® is all that's
necacd to touch off a very pleasazt chain of agsociations for mc. Tne impor-
tant thing atout the roet is thet he feels more intently what overyoody fesls,
ond expresses it. dhen ke Goes trat, there's no need to drag in a lot of
corybants and Memphian lcrds and Colchian caves. Just say what's to be scld,
and say. it in e langzusge in which people are eccustored to hearing understand-
ehle things discussed. There's something about the poetic languuge that
wla=rs out a large pert of your ability to perceive, and calls forth nore or
less autorctic and stondordized responses.

A few words now about the rest of
Yeppie. It's just as well I didn't send you my guesses on which of the pseu-
donyms in the first issue were you; I wes wrong on most of those thal reappear
in this. The paragraphs on contributors are rather full of the opinione of
farl Singleton rather then generally accepted stetistics and details, but if
it gets no worse then this, T cen stend it.... I trink that lilske's things
on page 44 have crossed the very nazy poetry-prose borderline. It seems %0
me thot poctry rmast have some conflict between forn and meaning, at least that
of it near the borderline rmust, and Miske's has crossed quite.... I lliked
nearly oll of Dele Hart'!s stuff very well, His poetry shows an awareness of
advanced forms, without any oI the decadence that characterizes most of your
froe-verse contrivutors. Soul Motes was a wow; 80 Were instructions found
in & bottle and that tired feeling.... Ugh! Comes it Lowndes and Gradient.
I'd suggest, farl, before you puolish any more erotic day-dreams or night-dreams,
that you see whet thc US postal laws about that sort of thing are. Theoy may
per=it it, obut they wey rot... Lewndes cxamples that decadonce I was talking
about: and why doce he always lay nis scenes in %Lhe ¢ity? Gh, I Xnow occa-
sionally he writes of something fer off in a wilderness, but when he 1sn't
particularly thinking ebout the locele, he dances on the gleaming concrete
of deserted terminals and parades on polished pavements. Liked his adnission
in Tll.... Cheuvenct very good, particulerly the triple phantasy. Fong and
voud very good in their respective ways. Teath of a Meterialist, Thunder in
the Clouds, Bntropy, ell good. §c long. — eerer Juftus
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